 Who are howdenjones?

Songwriters Kate Howden and Paul Jones made their presence known on the UK folk scene in 1999 with the release of their self-titled first CD. They quickly

established a reputation for engaging audiences with their thought-provoking

and deftly crafted songs.

Their second CD ‘Silver Waters’ followed in 2001 and they began to tour nationally.  In 2002 they recorded ‘Room To Breathe with multi-instrumentalist Tony Taffinder and clocked up more than 120 dates at folk clubs and festivals, gaining a glowing reputation for live performance.

After parting company with Tony, Kate and Paul worked briefly again as a duo in 2003 occasionally being joined by other musicians.  It was during this period that the five piece came into being – interpreting Kate and Paul’s songs with a much bigger sound with the help of Sarah Cheffins (fiddle), Laurence Canty (bass) and Trevor Wagstaff (percussion).  November 28, 2003 saw ‘howdenjones’ record the live CD ‘beautiful again’

Since then most of the activity has been as a trio with Sarah Cheffins on fiddle, viola, Swedish nyckelharpa  and Kate also playing Mandolin and Cajon.  The trio has put itself firmly on the musical map with its energy and delight in live performance and has made its mark on audiences at clubs and festivals all over the UK. Its music continues to develop with more instrumental arrangements amongst the songs and joyful banter between the audience and band members, best received in an intimate concert setting. Howdenjones is now established on the National Rural Touring Network and over the past two year’s has worked with; Spot On Rural Touring ,Lancashire, Take Art, Somerset, Villages In Action, Devon, Rural Arts Wiltshire, North Lincolnshire Rural Touring. and currently for Autumn 2007/Spring 2008 with Live and Local, Midlands.

WHAT THE REVIEWERS SAY

Support act were the excellent Howdenjones, gentle Northern-tinged UK folk, good musicians, great harmony, and a very strange 16 string Swedish Hurdy Gurdy (glad I didn’t have to tune it…)

Les Cotton, Strawbs Official Website, June 2005
Performed with great feeling and superb instrumental skill.  This was a splendid performance, and I can no better sum up than by saying that I would travel a considerable distance to see Howdenjones again. Excellent! 

Steve Fox, Bingham Folk Club, March 2005

What this album does showcase above everything is the duo’s unbelievable songwriting abilities. Really well crafted melodies performed by two musicians with very composed vocals that both take lead throughout. Their voices also form fine harmonies in many of the songs. The musicianship of the ‘backing band’ is first class and, when all the components come together unleashes a well defined, yet unintrusive sound on the listener that glides through from beginning to end.   

Phil Daniels, Folking.com July 2005

Howdenjones are every festival organisers dream. Happy, tolerant, adaptable and, of course, immensely talented. They have an obvious enjoyment for what they do - happy to perform for both the festival audience and in sessions - and what they do is excellent.  Great music - carefully crafted songs performed with polish. Having had the opportunity to set up sound for them at Bromsgrove Festival and MC them at Bridgnorth Festival I consider myself a member of what is sure to be a fast expanding fan club. 

Bob Bignall, Bromsgrove Festival, 2004
Howden and Jones's influences are not hard to discern. Such stalwarts of the British folk scene as Richard and Linda Thompson, Sandy Denny, Martin Carthy, the Oysterband, even Donovan -- and, of course, tradition -- leave obvious marks. Howdenjones absorb them easily and reassemble them, overlaid by their own musical and emotional sensibility, in 16 solidly written, finely performed songs.

Jerome Clark Rambles USA September 2004

Howden and Jones write songs which sound like dry stone walls, like they've been here a long time and will probably still be there if you come back in five years' time.

Paul Bryant, Stirrings Magazine, September 2004

By the end - well after midnight - I'm left breathless by the sheer glory of it all. A monumentally good concert which - unless the soundman was wearing boxing gloves - will translate into one of the albums of the year. 

Wayne Stote - Tykes News Spring 2004
Festival and Folk Club organisers should note that 'What you hear is what you get' - you need this band!

Steve Ragnall, Clitheroe Great Days Festival 2003
If you have seen them live, you will need no encouragement to buy this; if you haven't - why the hell not? 

Gerry Cooper
"For me they are the best trio to hit the scene since the original John Wright Band".

Geoff Smith Folk North West, Autumn 2003
Howdenjones - Original acoustic roots

Band website – www.howdenjones.co.uk
Email contact: posts@howdenjones.co.uk 

                        kate@howdenjones.couk

Phone contact – Kate/Paul 07900 258488



     Sarah 01484 852273


Line up:

Paul Jones – guitars, vocal

Kate Howden – guitar, vocal, mandolin, bodhran, cajon

Sarah Cheffins – fiddle, viola, nyckelharpa, backing vocal.

Dates 2006

February 23rd Bromsgrove Folk Club 01527  874069 

February 24th Villages In Action, Devon; Broadclyst Village Hall nr Exeter 01363 773660
February 25th Villages In Action, Devon; Halberton Village Hall nr Tiverton 01363 773660
March 2nd  Take Art; Somerset; Burnham-On-Sea, Somerset 01460 249450
March 3rd Take Art, Somerset ; Galhampton, Somerset 01460 249450
March 4th Take Art, Somerset;  Clapton, Somerset 01460 249450
March 10th Rural Touring Wiltshire; Avebury Village Hall, Wiltshire 01249 701628

March 11th Rural Touring Wiltshire; Sherston Village Hall, Wiltshire 01249 701628

March 31st The Black Horse Folk Club Bentham 015242 61078
April 23rd Macclesfield Marina 01625 420042 

April 28th The Grove Folk Club, Leeds 01977 685122
July 2nd Glasson Festival 01524 752503
July 7th The Old Road Tavern, Chippenham, 01249 715138
July 9th Priddy Folk Fair, Somerset, 01749 674080
July 13th Nightjar Folk Club, Hereford 01432 851205
July 21st Northwich Folk Club 01606 79356

July 25th The Brown Cow, Mansfield, 01623 652437
August3rd The Cutty Wren Folk Club, Skelton 01287 622623

September 16th Live and Local Rural Touring, Mugginton Church Hall 01926 402173l

September 20th Cragrats Theatre, Holmfirth 01484 686451

October 8th Ingleton Folk Weekend, 015242 41931
October 12th Denholm Folk Club 01450 377165
October 20th Live and Local Rural Touring, Codsall  Village Hall, Nr Wolverhampton 01926 402173l
October 21st Live and Local Rural Touring, Broughton Parish Room, Nr Stoke on Trent 01926 402173l

November 24th Spot On Rural Touring, Lancashire, Melling Village Hall 01254 614965

Bingham Folk Club, Howdenjones review 2005
This was the second visit to Bingham for Kate Howden and Paul Jones, now recently joined by Sarah Cheffins on fiddle. On their last visit to the club, Tony Taffinder had been part of the ensemble, and an impressive line up they were too.

This performance certainly did not disappoint either, with many of the songs written by Howden and Jones, as well as some traditional ones, all performed with great feeling and superb instrumental skill.

As an aspiring guitarist, Paul Jones once again impressed me enormously with his fluid, flawless accompaniments played mostly in open tunings – it was another of those nights when I went home with the sinking realisation that no matter how much I try, I will never, even once, play like that as long as I Iive!

The couple live in Glasson Dock, a small village on the Lancashire coast where the Lancaster Canal has lock gates opening out into Morecambe Bay. Not a lot of people will know of the place, but as a youngster growing up in Lancashire, I was sometimes taken fishing there by my father, so Howden and Jones rekindle very pleasant childhood memories for me.

Some of their songs also have their roots in Lancashire – the haunting “Fenham Carr”, telling of the development of a former mental hospital in Lancaster into spooky feeling modern dwellings (shades of Upper Saxondale?), and “Yeppe Knave”, which mentions Sabden, a village in East Lancashire, near Pendle Hill.

This was a splendid performance, and I can no better sum up than by saying that I would travel a considerable distance to see Howden Jones again. Excellent!


Review by Steve Fox 

